FOUNDATIONS OF MATH 1 AND MATH 1 SYLLABUS 

Math I is one of the most essential math classes; the objectives we will cover in Math I serve as the basis for all other math classes and skills in high school as well as in college and beyond.  Foundations of Math I was created to help students transition to and be more prepared for the new integrated Math I.  This course includes an End-of-Course test (EOC) administered by the state of North Carolina.  This year, Math I will follow the nations new Common Core Standards and will therefore push critical thinking and academic perseverance.    

I am committed to helping you succeed in this classroom and you all have the ability to excel in this class.  That does not mean that Math I is an easy or a simple course.  You will have to work extremely hard and you will constantly be challenged.  That being said, I am always here for you.  You will find that I am a strict and rigorous yet fair teacher who cares greatly for my students.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, please see me before or after class to set-up a time to meet.  Do not hesitate to call me or email me, if that works best for you.  Be proactive about your education, and I will too.

Contact Information for Ms. Shah (Room 809)
Telephone: (980)263-9287
Email: millyu.shah@cms.k12.nc.us*
Website: http://mathwithmsshah.weebly.com/
*When possible, please email me!

MY BIG GOALS for YOU:
· We will all act as a family in this classroom.
· We will all work towards becoming and making each other culturally competent scholars.
· We will all master all objectives with at least 80% mastery so that we can all be amply prepared for the End-of-Course Test.

SUPPLIES: DUE by Friday, August 30th  
Please speak to me immediately if you need financial assistance with these supplies.



· One 1 inch binder with 3 dividers and paper behind each divider
· Package of Pencils and an eraser
· Student and Guardian Signed Syllabus 
· Completed Student and Guardian Survey 
**These are EACH considered for a homework grade

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Foundations of Math 1and Math 1 continue the study of algebraic concepts. They include operations with polynomials; creation and application of linear functions and relations; solution of equations, using various methods; algebraic representations of geometric relationships, and an introduction to nonlinear functions.

TEXT: Prentice Hall Foundations of Algebra and Algebra 1. In addition to a physical textbook, all students will receive instructions with how to access the text online.

BEHAVIOR:  We have a very rigorous goal and in order to reach it every second counts. I have zero tolerance for students who break our rules or contribute to a negative working environment. We have four very simple rules in this class.  The rules are put in place for two main reasons.  First, they are essential in order to make sure that every student feels supported, valued, and safe.  Second, they allow our class to optimize our learning time and reach our big goals.  

1. Students are expected to be prepared for class.  That includes having the following materials:  Paper, pencil, homework, and additional items as specified by teacher.  Coming to class without the necessary supplies and homework may hinder the student from completing assignments.  
2. Students are expected to be on time to class.  Starting class on time is necessary for students to reach class goals and objectives.  West Mecklenburg has a zero-tolerance policy on tardies.  Refer to Student Rights & Responsibilities Handbook for disciplinary measures. 
3. Students are expected to be respectful to the teacher and to other students.  Students are expected to actively participate & work cooperatively with the teacher and other students.  
4. School rules will apply and consequences will be given.  See Student Rights & Responsibilities Handbook.  
5. Students must complete assignments on time, showing all work.  Work is to be done in pencil.  
6. Students must be willing to attempt every assignment.  Students cannot decide what he/she does not understand until he/she makes an honest effort.  
7. Students are expected to complete their own homework, class work, and tests.  Talking during a test or while other students are testing will not be permitted.  
8. Students are responsible for missed assignments.  With an excused note, students have 5 days to make up the work.  On the day the students return to school after an absence, they are expected to turn in the work that was due on the day of the absence.  
9. There will be no use of electronics in the classroom without teacher permission.
10. There will be no food or drinks in the classroom without teacher permission.

The following consequences are put in place to avoid such behavior and recognize those who do what they are supposed to: 

	NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES
	POSITIVE CONSEQUENCES

	1. Verbal Warning
	1. Vocal Praise

	2. Conference with the student
	2.  Positive phone call home

	3. Parent Contact (Phone call and/or conference)
	3.  Team Points

	4. Bounce/Bump to another teacher
	4.  “HAWK” of the week

	5. Referral
	5. High Class Grade and Mastery Score!

	I reserve the right to call home after any consequence and change the order of these consequences as I see fit.



BINDERS AND PENCILS:  All students are expected to keep their binders up to date and organized.  Each assignment students will receive will be dated so that notes can be kept in order.  Each binder should have three dividers with tabs labeled “Test and Quizzes”, “Class work”, and “Homework”.  Students are expected to bring their binders to and from school every day and I will conduct at least one binder check (either announced or unannounced) every two weeks.  Students are responsible for any missed work.  Any time a student misses class, he or she can find all resources under the “What did I miss?” section of the classroom and must copy the notes from a classmate or look on the class website.  

As responsible high school students, each student is expected to come to class prepared and with a sharpened pencil.  Students may want to bring more than one pencil to class every day.  If the student does not have a pencil, they must ask a teammate for a pencil during the first 5 minutes of class. If a student needs to ask me for a pencil, I will give him/her one in exchange for their shoe. The shoe will be returned when my pencil is returned at the end of class.

CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY: Excessive absences will result in failure of the course. According to CMS policy, any student who has missed more than 10 days may fail the course unless he/she makes up the absences by attending after-school tutorials to make up time and missed assignments.

HOMEWORK: Homework will be given frequently and will be graded for correctness and/or effort. Students who do not show mastery of the skills/concepts covered in the homework will have opportunities during class and tutorials for additional practice. 

TARDIES: I expect all students to be on time for class and will close my door when the tardy bell rings.
1st Tardy                                                     Verbal Warning
2nd Tardy                                              Teacher/student conference
3rd Tardy                                    Parent Contact and 2 days lunch detention
4th Tardy                                               ISS (In school suspension)
5th and remaining Tardies                         Office Referral

LATE WORK: The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools District states that students have five days to turn in any make-up work after returning from an absence. Submit all late work in the tray located on the supply table. 

RETEST POLICY: All students will have the opportunity to increase their test scores by completing test corrections. Test corrections will provide the student with half credit back for every problem corrected. Retests will generally not be allowed. Only under very special and specific circumstances, can retests be completed, either by section or as a whole test. 

CLASS WEBSITE:  Please visit my website (http://mathwithmsshah.weebly.com/) for important class information and announcements.  Every week I will update the website in hopes that this website can be used to effectively communicate with parents and students, as well as provide resources for success in Algebra 1 this year!  Please check the website in the upcoming weeks for important information on my contact information, attendance and tardy policies, tutoring, grading policy, retest information, and online resources.

GRADING POLICY:  
A = 93-100			70% major tests and quizzes
B = 85-92			       15% in class work and assignments 
C = 77-84			      15% homework
D = 70-76
F = Below 70	        Quarterly exams (1st Qtr-October & 3rd Qtr-March) count as 20% of quarter grade.
                                      Semester 1 Exam (January)  and Algebra 1 EOC (June) count as 25% of the year grade. 

TUTORIALS:  Tutorials will be offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:30 to 4:30.  Students are expected to take advantage of them.  Transportation will be provided.  The date for the start of tutorials will be announced in September.  Students sign up to stay through their math teacher.  

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES:  Parent conferences may be scheduled at the convenience of the parent and the teacher.  Conferences can be scheduled by contacting the teacher and/or the guidance counselor.  Teachers can be reached at 980-343-6080 and the individual teacher’s voicemail can be accessed.  Teachers can also be contacted by email.   

PROGRESS REPORT DATES:   9-24/ 9-25; 12-4/ 12-5; 2-24/ 2-25; 5-6/ 5-7

REPORT CARD DATES:  11-15; 2-5; 4-11; 6-27

POWERSCHOOL:  Parents can access their students’ grades with a password (assigned by a guidance counselor).  The link is on the West Mecklenburg Website.  Forms can be picked up from the guidance office.  For more information, please contact a guidance counselor.  It is highly recommended that parents check their students’ grades on a regular basis.




		
I, ____________________________________________________(fill in student name), have read the classroom goals, rules, and procedures and understand the standards to which I am being held in Math I.  I understand that Ms. Shah has extremely high expectations for her students and I am going to have to work extremely hard in this class to meet them.   
	
_________________________________________________________________
Student Signature                          							   		  Date

____________________________________________________________________		      	
Guardian Signature                          									   Date



